Delegates information pack
1st Annual Student Archaeology Conference

Developing Integrated Archaeology

The King’s Manor, University of York

Wednesday 19th - Thursday 20th June 2013
Developing Integrated Archaeology

0

Welcome!
The 19th of June this year marks the start of the first ever Annual Student Archaeology
Conference (ASA1), taking place over two days in the historic city of York, and marking the
beginning of a new initiative to help rectify the lack of opportunity available to students, both
undergraduates and postgraduates, to share their research and views on the past.
Every year students engage in new and interesting lines of research, delving into new areas
of the past and bringing new perspectives to research in their discipline. However, despite
this wealth of work being carried out by students there have always been few opportunities
available for students to share and publish their work with the wider academic community.
The ASA conferences were born as part of a larger initiative started by archaeology students
at the University of York’s Department of Archaeology to deliver students the opportunity to
have their research and perspectives brought into the fold of academic debate. In
conjunction with The Post Hole, the student-run archaeology journal, ASA provides a new
way for students to air their perspectives.
The theme for the conference is Developing Integrated Archaeology. Within archaeology and
its related disciplines that study the past, there has traditionally been only a minimal amount
of collaboration between people from different fields. Developing Integrated Archaeology
was chosen as the theme for this conference because of its resonance with a current trend
across the broader humanities for bringing researchers together from different backgrounds
to discuss research from a variety of perspectives in order to build new insights.
Over the course of this two-day conference, 24 papers will be delivered by students from
across the UK through six thematic sessions, including Widening Participation, Identity,
Landscape, and Death and Belief, as well as sessions focusing on research practice and
challenging received ideas and theories. The presentations will each be 20 minutes in
length, and each session will conclude with a 15 minute question and discussion period.
As well as these sessions, the conference will offer no shortage of opportunities for
delegates to engage with each other in a less formal environment. This includes a tour of
York during part of the lunch break and an evening meal at ASK Restaurant in the first day.
We hope that this conference provides a forum for discussion and debate for students, both
celebrating and engaging with the research done by individuals and groups alike to allow
students a greater stake in academic archaeology. As such, it is with great pleasure that we
welcome you to this first Annual Student Archaeology conference, and we hope that you will
enjoy and take advantage of all that this great city and conference have to offer!

ASA1 Conference Co-Organisers,
Navid Tomlinson, David Altoft and Taryk Rawlins-Welburn
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Arriving at ASA1
The 1st Annual Student Archaeology conference is taking place in The King’s Manor, the
location of the Department of Archaeology in the University of York. This attractive and
historically significant building is located in the heart of York, within 3 minutes walking
distance of the Minster.
Being the second most visited city in Britain by tourists, the roads in York can be very busy
and some of them in the centre are pedestrianised. Parking in the city is limited. Delegates
who are arriving by car are advised to use one of the NCP multi-story car parks. The nearest
NCP car park to the venue and Ace hostel (for those with £15 accommodation-inclusive
tickets) is on Tanner Road. There is also an ordinary car park near to The King’s Manor (but
not the hostel) on Bootham Row, however, spaces here usually fill quickly.
For those travelling by train, The King’s Manor and Ace Hostel are in relatively easy walking
distance of the train station. Below are maps of York centre and routes into the city:
Registration for the conference
will commence at 11am on
Wednesday 19th June in The
King’s Manor common room.
Directions around The King’s
Manor, including to the common
room will be clearly sign-posted.
Registration will end at 11:30am
when the conference will begin.
For delegates only attending the
second day of the conference,
registration will take place that
day at 09:00-09:20.
Please bring with you to
registration the unique receipt
number that you received by
email as proof of ticket
purchase. This is necessary for
admittance to the conference.
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Schedule of ASA1
The schedule of the 1st Annual Student Archaeology conference promises to be exciting,
varied and thoroughly condensed over the two days that it takes place. Below are the
schedules of the conference and the individual papers within each session. Further
information about the sessions will appear in the following section of this pack and
information about the tours and evening entertainment can be found in page 6.

Overall schedule
Day 1

19th June 2013

1st Annual Student Archaeology Conference

Registration

King’s Manor Common Room

11:00 – 11:30

Introduction

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

11:30 – 11:45

Session 1: Widening
Participation

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

11:45 – 13:40

Lunch

13:40 – 14:50

- Tour of York

3 choices; Depart from King’s Manor

14:00 – 14:40

Session 2: Identity

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

14:50 – 16:25

Break

King’s Manor Common Room

16:25 – 16:55

Session 3: Landscape

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

16:55 – 18:10

Guides to ACE Hostel, ASK
Restaurant and both

Depart from King’s Manor

18:15 prompt

Evening meal

ASK Restaurant (pay individually)

18:30 – late

Day 2

20th June 2013

1st Annual Student Archaeology Conference

Guide from Ace Hostel

Depart from hostel entrance

09:00 prompt

Session 4: Death and Belief

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

09:20 – 10:55

Break

King’s Manor Common Room

10:55 – 11:25

Session 5: Reassessing
Received Wisdom

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

11:25 – 13:00

Lunch

13:00 – 14:50

Session 6: Research Practice

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

14:50 – 15:25

Closing Speech

Philip Rahtz Lecture Theatre (K/133)

15:25 – 15:35

Volunteers will be at the registration desk in the common room to answer any of your queries
or help with directions when you arrive. All delegates will be shown to the lecture theatre
once they have registered their attendance. Delegates are asked to please try to register
their attendance by 11:25 at latest to avoid interruption to the schedule in the lecture theatre.
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Papers schedule
Day 1

19th June 2013

1st Annual Student Archaeology Conference

Session 1

Widening Participation

11:45 – 13:40

Alex Westra

The Childe Collective: Shared learning, teaching and discourse

11:45 – 12:05

Hannah McGlynn

Edinburgh Archaeology Outreach Project:
Engaging children in archaeology

12:05 – 12:25

Francesca Campbell

Citizen science and archaeology for all

12:25 – 12:45

Rachel Sycamore
Adam Rolewicz

Elites, soldiers and ‘pretty things’: The problem of popular
representations and stereotypes in archaeology
Indigenous archaeology as integrated archaeology:
Postcolonialism in post-colonial societies

12:45 – 13:05
13:05 – 13:25

Navid Tomlinson

Discussion

13:25 – 13:40

Session 2

Identity

14:50 – 16:25

Stepan Stepanenko

Viking games in a foreign land

14:50 – 15:10

Victoria Gladwin
Katie Buckley
Izaak Wilson

Is it a boy or a girl? Identifying non-binary gender
representations and intersex people in the archaeological record
Mary Ann York: A phenomenological approach to
constructing an eighteenth century identity
After The Making of the English Working Class:
How can historical archaeology be humanist?

15:10 – 15:30
15:30 – 15:50
15:50 – 16:10

David Altoft

Discussion

16:10 – 16:25

Session 3

Landscape

16:55 – 18:10

Jamie Davies

The earth and timber castles of the Llŷn peninsula in their
archaeological, historical and landscape context

16:55 – 17:15

Jonathan Foster

The deserted Early Medieval villages of East Yorkshire

17:15 – 17:35

Tom Gardner

The Yadlee Stone Circle Project

17:35 – 17:55

Taryk Welburn

Discussion

17:55 – 18:10

Day 2

20th June 2013

1st Annual Student Archaeology Conference

Session 4

Death and Belief

09:20 – 10:55

Alex Loktionov

A well-oiled future: 4,000 years of Babylonian fortune-telling

09:20 – 09:40

Kelly Guerrieri

The cult of Isis in Pompeii

09:40 – 10:00

Gemma Smith

Death, landscape and the ancestors: Mortuary practices in the
Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic of southwest Britain

10:00 – 10:20

Shaunie Walsh

Swahili tombs

10:20 – 10:40

Guro Rolandsen

Discussion

10:40 – 10:55
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Session 5

Reassessing Received Wisdom

11:25 – 13:00

Dominik Schott

Drink responsibly: Late archaic symposium pottery reconsidered

11:25 – 11:45

Sean Doherty

New perspectives on cock-fighting in Roman Britain

11:45 – 12:05

Craig Standford
Guro Rolandsen

Clarkly Hill and Viking Networks: Artefactual evidence for
long-distance contact during the Viking Age at a site near
Burghead, Moray
Post-medieval skeletal assemblages in London:
What part did industrialisation play?

12:05 – 12:25
12:25 – 12:45

Katie Buckley

Discussion

12:45 – 13:00

Session 6

Theory and Practice

13:50 – 15:25

Ceri Gage

The Isle of Plenty: Iron Age Thanet

13:50 – 14:10

Alex Niño de
Guzman

Cultural heritage theory and practice: Illustrating real world
complexities using the City of York as a case study
Wide ranging theory:
A critique of regional variation in archaeology

Alice Crawford

Is the past always lost in translation?

14:50 – 15:10

Adam Rolewicz

Discussion

15:10 – 15:25

Ben Wadjner

14:10 – 14:30
14:30 – 14:50

Each paper will last for up to 20 minutes. At the end of each session, delegates will have the
opportunity to ask questions and raise debate in the discussion sections which are each
scheduled to last up to 15 minutes. If for any reason the conference is running ahead of the
schedule, breaks will be extended so that the following session still commences at the
planned time. If the conference is running behind the schedule, any decisions will be made
at the time and communicated with delegates.
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Session and paper abstracts
Session 1: Widening Participation in Archaeology

Chair: Navid Tomlinson

Engaging people from non-traditional backgrounds in archaeology and the interpretation of
the past has become an increasingly important aspect of archaeology and heritage studies.
The shifting trend towards an analysis of the past where the public are put at the centre of
the discipline is highlighted by the importance attached to project ‘impacts’ and ‘widening
participation’ by major funding bodies in recent years (Heritage Lottery Fund 2013).
Successful engagement of people from all strata of society into archaeology requires
significant amounts of resources and time to allow for the successful integration of the
community into research archaeology.
This session will consider the ways in which archaeologists are able to bring research
archaeology to students, schools and the population at large, evaluating the problems and
difficulties with doing so and addressing the issues around the discipline. As such this
session will explore the value of widening the spectra of those involved with academic
archaeology and the overall impact this can have on the discipline.

The Childe Collective: Shared learning, teaching and discourse
Alex Westra, University of Edinburgh, s1006358@sms.ed.ac.uk
There is a lot of discourse in Archaeology amongst the eminent scholars of our day. As
students, we essentially only get to read them in the pages of books and journals. This is
our hopeful attempt to engage with those ideas and critically assess them. However, due
to the immensity of the field of archaeology, the amount of literature written on even the
most obscure topic, and the multi-disciplinarity of the discipline today, it is impossible in
the limited time students have, to engage fully with so many different and creative
concepts and ideas.
There also is an undeniable, severe, fissure in the credence and intellectual abilities
students possess, particularly amongst the undergraduate community. There also is a
lack of platform where students can engage with these ideas. The ASA conference in
York is an enormous step forward towards mending this issue. However, in a more
modest way, students can engage with their disciplines using their own initiatives. The
Childe Collective, amongst others at Edinburgh, is one of them.
The Childe Collective is a discussion group based in Edinburgh that engages
Archaeology students, undergraduates and postgraduates, in communicating ideas,
projects and difficulties and promoting debate and discussion of theoretical concepts but
also engaging with the realities of archaeology today, particularly in the UK. This initiative
was born out of a few undergraduates students in Archaeology at Edinburgh who wanted
a platform where they could discuss the theoretical concepts learned in class.
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However, this group very quickly grew beyond its initial scope of pure theoretical
discourse and came to include questions and debates such as Marxist archaeology,
Annales, gender archaeology, ethics in osteology and the ownership of antiquities, the
use of social media in archaeology, demonstration of the use of a Harris matrix and a
presentation on an on-going project for bringing archaeology to the local schools around
Edinburgh. The participants include students from first year undergraduates to PhD
students of archaeology at the University. There are currently thirty members in the group
and an average attendance of ten to twelve participants every week.
The Childe Collective functions in several ways. In its essence, it is where any student
can put an idea up for discussion in an informal environment dedicated to this purpose.
Topics often include projects, ideas for dissertations, articles or essays that members are
engaged in at the time, or a topic set a few days in advance that would be discussed in
depth at the meeting. The group consists of a variety of individuals with specialised
subjects and interests who bring their enthusiasm and interest to the table. The members
learn from each other and gain a broad understanding of archaeology, as well as depth in
some of the questions at the heart of some topics.
The Collective, as it is referred to, helps students engage with a wide range of
archaeological issues and subjects and gain differential perspectives and approaches on
them. Through research and discourse students in archaeology at Edinburgh gain
breadth and depth. The student becomes well versed in his interests and experience in
presenting logical and reasoned arguments and ideas. I hope to emphasize the point that
learning, innovation and analysis are not restricted to solitary endeavours but rather can
be shared enterprises.
Those discussions on topics relating to courses, research and interests will breed a series
of archaeologists with ever-widening horizons. This will be illustrated by some of the
views and experiences from its members from a short survey I undertook. Through this, I
hope to address some of the key points such as why and how the Childe Collective came
about, why it is significant, and what it brought to its members. Finally, inviting
archaeology students in the UK and across the world to take on similar initiatives,
possibly even creating global, informal, yet constructive discourse.

The Edinburgh Archaeology Outreach Project: Engaging children in archaeology
Hannah McGlynn, University of Edinburgh, hannah.mcglynn@blueyonder.co.uk
Public involvement in archaeology is low, while interest remains high. It’s a fundamental
part of archaeology that is out of sync. In particular children, the most enthusiastic of all,
are not often given opportunities to engage in archaeology. Increasingly there is a focus
shift, at least at Edinburgh University, to the importance of public engagement; no longer
is it important how many articles you have published, how many grants you’ve received or
how many conferences you’ve spoken at, what is important is how you’ve made your field
accessible to the public.
The Young Archaeologists Club, Archaeology Scotland and National Museum of Scotland
are just some of the institutions and charitable bodies that offer outreach programs.
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These programs however are unfortunately not always viable for schools to take
advantage of due to health and safety, time, finances and location. It is due to this that in
the past year I have been working with Dr Laszlo Bartosiewicz of the University’s
archaeology department on ways to engage the public in archaeology.
One of these ways has been to actively go into primary schools, talking to children, taking
along practical tasks and games and answering their many inquisitive, imaginative
questions. In my research for how to undertake the project, communication was made
with the British Museum’s Education Manager Katherine Hoare. It was from this that I was
invited to the British Museum, to meet and discuss with them their educational tools and
sit in on a school visiting their educational program
The response this past year has been incredibly positive. The teachers valued the
experience it gave their class, one I know I would have appreciated at their age, and the
pupils enjoyed getting to be hands on and becoming an archaeologists for a morning. It is
because of this, with affiliation with The University of Edinburgh Archaeology Society, that
in the coming year we are going to expand this to cover more schools, more frequently to
engage and encourage more children into taking an interest in their local and national
heritage, archaeology and history.
As it stands we have 21 students enthusiastically creating their own individual boxes of
practical tasks to take into schools; focusing on their own individual interests. These are
students ranging from first year undergraduate to PhD, 18 years old to 48 years old. Not
only is this a project that benefits the children and brings the subject to a wider audience,
it benefits those partaking in it. Often the varying levels of degrees do not have the
opportunity to interact, this is a way for them to work together, meet each other and forge
new friends and networks within the field.
There is a minefield of ethical considerations when discussing community archaeology.
There is a stereotypical image of an archaeologist and the archaeological field as being of
the white, middle-class male. This is enhanced by the likes of Time Team and Indiana
Jones. This has the potential to discourage many from the field and thus intensifying the
existing stereotype. It is through this that community archaeology has the ability to open
archaeology to a wider audience, to engage and inform them of the advancements in the
subject and spark and interest in not only their local heritage but wider world heritage. It is
this sparking of interest that the Edinburgh Archaeology Outreach Project aims to
achieve.

Citizen science and archaeology for all
Francesca Campbell, University of Sheffield, chescampbell@gmail.com
Citizen science projects require public engagement to gather data, perform field work and
even crowd fund projects. Citizen science projects are wide ranging and various; from
genetic cancer research, to avian life history and even contacting aliens. Science literacy
and public perception is improved as a result of effective citizen science projects.
Community archaeology is directed by the community for the benefit of the community.
Reasons for getting involved in community archaeology include ties to community
heritage, links to ancestral relationships, altruistic benefit to the community and
recreational interest.
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Community archaeology projects vary across the world and are particularly effective in
areas where cultural or spiritual objections mean that recruiting from the local
communities may help to alleviate sensitivities and maintain religious integrity. This work
explores the way in which citizen science can benefit archaeology is general and
community archaeology in particular, and the perception of citizen science in
archaeological research.

Elites, soldiers and ‘pretty things’: The problem of popular representation and stereotypes
in archaeology
Rachel Sycamore, University of Durham, rachael.sycamore@durham.ac.uk
Archaeological thought is constantly changing and there appears to be within
archaeology an inherent need to continually develop new methods of thinking about the
past. Although new approaches are widely disseminated within academia, they seem to
have become detached from the ways people think about the past outside the academy.
One of the ways in which the gulf between the spheres can be analysed is through
analysing the type of popular images that occur today in relation to archaeology.
Popular images of archaeology are directed towards children and the wider public;
although they are a useful tool for engaging with the public; these images should not be
used carelessly. It has to be investigated whether the popular images being presented to
the public are stereotyped and now out-dated. This is especially important in an era of
reduced funding when public expectations will become increasingly relevant for the
allocation funding; determining the trajectory of archaeological research and theory.
Although archaeologists have begun to interact with the public, there is still a lack of
engagement with the public below a superficial level. Archaeologists often tend to only
engage with the public in the most obvious means; often without any questioning how
effective these interactions with the public are. As more effort is invested by
archaeologists to disseminate more widely the data collected from excavation; it must be
asked what images are being disseminated by archaeologists and whether they conform
to popular representations.
Research into this area by English Heritage (Broadening access to the Historic
Environment) suggests that the public wish to see how people in the past lived, however
their preconceptions about what to expect in representations of the past appear to be
limited, highly elite based and often focused on the military elements of societies. This
paradox can be viewed through various different popular media including books and
television programmes. One of the most accessible contexts for historical representations
is in popular books; a glance at popular history or archaeology children’s books will
display a predominance of warfare, soldiers and high status artefacts.
However, the extent of any existing bias and suggestions for how this could be affecting
archaeology are unknown, both within academia and the public sphere. Unfortunately,
these wider issues are too broad to be addressed without intensive research. As a result
the aim in this paper will commence an exploration of what images are being presented to
the public and the types of stereotypes that may exist. This will be investigated by
analysing the different types of images of people that occur in children’s popular history
books. Through exploring these issues, potential solutions can be developed; with this
paper advancing the solution that more innovative and subtle interaction is required with
the wider public to develop more varied ways of thinking of the past.
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Indigenous archaeology as integrated archaeology: Postcolonialism in post-colonial societies

Adam Rolewicz, University of York, ar702@york.ac.uk
In recent years, indigenous archaeological approaches have become increasingly
popular, particularly in North America and Australasia. Partnerships between indigenous
groups of people and archaeologists and anthropologists have produced extremely
successful and more informed interpretations of the past. In many cases, past inferences
have been discarded in the light of new discoveries made by indigenous archaeological
approaches, as these ‘shared histories’ have proved more logical and cohesive.
However, indigenous archaeology has not been met without criticism, and there are
groups of scholars who have advanced many arguments against the approach and its
supposed superiority. This paper will explore the relative merits and benefits of
indigenous archaeology and will attempt to deconstruct the criticisms which have been
made of this approach. Furthermore, this paper will argue that indigenous archaeology is
essential and a component which will play a leading role in the future of the discipline.

Session 2: Identity

Chair: David Altoft

Arguably, identity is the fundamental aspect of the past and the present that ties all strands
of archaeological research and practice together. However, rather than linking together
different avenues of archaeological thought, it is spliced by the opposite process. This
session will focus on four particular forms of identity and question how our understanding of
identity in the past, and of ourselves, can be better integrated in the future.
Contextualising Viking-Age gaming, recognising non-binary genders in various prehistoric
and historical contexts, critiquing the use of personal diaries in the deeper interpretation of
identities of late 18th century women, and questioning whether the processes employed
within historical archaeology can become humanist should provide us with excellent starting
points for discussion on how we can integrate identity across whole spectrum of
archaeology.

Viking games in a foreign land
Stepan Stepanenko, University of York, ss845@york.ac.uk
Play time in the Viking age was, more often than not, associated with physical activities.
Games which would develop sporting, hunting and fighting abilities of the youths were
enjoyed from an early age. However, among the games of the Vikings there seems to be
one of a strategic quality, hnefatafl. Gaming pieces and boards are frequently found
among Scandinavian settlements and graves. Hnefatafl game parts have been found on
the territory of the Rus. So how does this game fit into the conceptions of Scandinavian
roots of the Rus and the activities of Vikings in Eastern Europe?

Developing Integrated Archaeology

11

Hnefatalf pieces and boards are a relatively common find within the Scandinavian world.
Glass pieces were found in Birka graves 624, 986, 524. Amber Hnefatalf pieces have
been found among the boat grave at Skamby and antler, shale, jet and chalk pieces were
discovered in Viking York. Despite their frequency, the game is attributed to a higher
class of leisure activity, implying a higher social status, as is shown by the material and
craftsmanship of the pieces as well as the strategic mindset required.
Formation of Kievan Rus and administrative, and trade relations are discussed in terms of
normanist and anti-normanist theories. Normanism is a theory based on political,
economic and military dominance of Scandinavians over the Slavic tribes of the Rus
territory. Normanists are formed mostly of Western historians and archaeologists, as well
as those from independent and imperial Russia. Anti-normanists view the transition from
tribal to state system of the Rus as independents from Scandinavian influence. This
theory was mostly followed by Soviet historians. As such, high status Scandinavian finds
as Hnefatafl pieces could influence both theories.
In 1946 a set of 26 glass pieces were found in mound 98 of the Shestovitsa
archaeological complex, a chamber burial of a man and a woman. Of the pieces: 24 were
of a round shape and were divided by colour, the remaining two pieces were described as
anthropomorphic. The 24 pieces were of blue and yellow glass. Shape, colour and
division of pieces show this to be a set of figures for Hnefatafl. Grave goods included in
the burial provide an insight into the identity of the person buried and the wealth of the
person is beyond question. They included a scramasax and an iron axe, a relatively
cheap and versatile weapon/tool, and are most likely indicative of a merchant trader.
Status indicators of a chamber burial, a horse skeleton and burial goods expect one to
find a higher class of weapon had this person been a warrior.
Finds of Scandinavian recreational activity are rarer in Easter Europe than in the West.
Glass pieces from Shestovitsa have not been previously identified as Hnefatafl and have
been mistaken for being of Byzantine origin. A look at other Early Medieval settlements of
the Rus and the finds within them may show a greater amount of recreational activity and
act as further bargaining chip in the debate between normanism and anti-normanism.

Is it a boy or a girl? Identifying non-binary gender representations and intersex people in
the archaeological record
Victoria Gladwin, University of York, vg571@york.ac.uk
Gender has been recognised as an integral part of the human experience and gender
archaeology has moved on from simply 'finding the woman' in history to become an
exciting sub-discipline in its own right. Gender in many modern societies has been viewed
for a long time as strictly binary, with specific rules and expectations that go along with
these roles. Any digressions from these expressions of gender were met with derision
and ridicule; any physical ambiguity was seen as a problem that needed 'fixing'.
In recent decades, it has been increasingly recognised that gender is not binary at all, but
is in fact a spectrum, as well as a social construct, where biological sex and personal
expression of gender are not the same thing. Most gender archaeology includes
investigations into aspects of gender representation and power between people in
specific gender roles.
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The focus of this presentation will be research in finding representations of non-binary
genders and intersex people in the archaeological record, particularly in prehistory. This
is not a new concept: studies of 'two-spirit' people of North American native cultures, for
example, are well known. However, the majority of research into these aspects of
humanity is focused in the historical record, where additional written sources are available
to 'back up' evidence of differing gender identities or intersexuality.
In prehistory, the surviving evidence can be less clear. To address this problem, many
hypotheses concerning prehistoric humans have been tested using ethnoarchaeological
research; an approach that has its limitations, as will be touched upon in this
presentation. Other research has focused on scientific approaches to confirming 'third'
genders and intersex people in the archaeological record, including skeletal evidence and
testing ancient DNA. This research will be the focus of this presentation, with a discussion
of the potential for progress in recognising non-binary genders and intersexuality in the
archaeological record, especially where there is no written evidence.

Mary Ann York: A phenomenological approach to constructing an eighteenth century identity
Katie Buckley, University of York, kb677@york.ac.uk
The life of Mary Ann York has previously been neglected in studies of 18th century elite
life. However, her diaries provide a thought provoking case study with regard to
challenging notions of the ‘idle female’ and offer an extra layer to ‘thick descriptions’ vital
for understanding individuals in this period. This paper aims to shed light on the life of an
individual who rested on the peripheries of the elite in late 18th and early 19th century
Yorkshire.
Through utilising diaries and a ‘first hand experience’ one can attempt to critique previous
methods used to further an academic understanding of women in this period. By
employing a phenomenological approach, the aim of this paper is to place an individual
back into a particular historic landscape therefore adding to our modern day
interpretations of life in the late eighteenth century against a backdrop of a tense political
climate and a time of immense change.

After The Making of the English Working Class: How can historical archaeology be humanist?

Izaak Wilson, University of York, iw517@york.ac.uk
75 years ago, C.L.R. James made his case for the historical importance of the Haitian
revolutionaries, The Black Jacobins who from 1791 to 1804 overthrew French imperialism
and slavery. 50 years ago, E.P. Thompson published the influential history book The
Making of the English Working Class which became a classic statement of a Marxisthumanist consideration of the past, inspiring the vibrant genre of ‘bottom-up history’,
putting class in the driving seat of history and looking to save the politically unfortunate
"from the enormous condescension of posterity". C.L.R. James was a forerunner of the
influential anti-Stalinist grouping around ‘Marxist-humanism’ and E.P. Thompson
famously characterised his own position as a humanist one, in opposition to the
structuralism of philosophers like Louis Althusser.
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Historical archaeology has also sought to lend its resources to the marginalised of
modernity. Small things have been rediscovered, stereotypes have been reconsidered
and stories have been rewritten. After several decades of pursuing this mission what is
the state of historical archaeological interpretation? In what ways is it ‘humanist’?
A brief review of the strongest paradigms in historical archaeology suggests some of the
broad ways in which the discipline has become related to humanism from the viewpoints
of methodology, theory and outcome.
This is followed by two case studies. The first – maroon archaeology across the New
World – is in some respects archaeology’s answer to the work of C.L.R. James. What are
the congruities and in what ways has historical archaeology moved on? How does that fit
into the discipline and can it be considered a humanist approach? This case study is
reviewed in particular against the work of postcolonial theorists generally and Gerard
Vizenor in particular.
The second case study is based on my own research into Hungate, a working class
neighbourhood in York. It considers the dominant archaeological interpretation of slums
against some of the critiques that are beginning to emerge. It is within this disciplinary
context that my interpretation of Hungate and the slum clearances is placed, which draws
strongly on the contribution of anthropologist David Graeber and is a sustained
interrogation of the different humanist understandings of the modern industrial city.
Drawing out the conclusions from these two case studies we can ask in what ways it is
possible for historical archaeology to be humanist and if such a thing is even desirable.

Session 3: Landscape

Chair: Taryk Rawlins-Welburn

Understanding the lives of individuals and communities in the past has long been the main
focus in most areas of archaeological and historical research, and numerous approaches
have been developed which allow researchers to access and investigate these themes.
One approach which has received a great deal of attention from scholars has been the study
of sites and features within the wider context of the land. Within this context people live out
every element of their lives from birth through to death, and even burial. These landscapes
are not just a setting for human activity, a constant and passive background against which
human existence is played out, but an active part of the lives of those who dwell in them.
Landscapes are features which both shape, and are shaped, by the cultures and labours of
people. Understanding how those in the past perceived and interacted with the land around
them is integral to developing an understanding of societies and people in the past.
Through the three presentations which will be delivered in this session we will be able to
explore some of the many ways in which landscapes in the present can be investigated and
studied to help us understand these themes. The details of these presentations can be seen
in the abstracts below.
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The earth and timber castles of the Llŷn peninsula in their archaeological, historical and
landscape context
Jamie Davies, University of Durham, j.g.davies@durham.ac.uk
This session will consider the ways in which archaeologists are able to bring research
archaeology to students, schools and the population at large, evaluating the problems
and difficulties with doing so and addressing the issues around the discipline. As such
this session will explore the value of widening the spectra of those involved with
academic archaeology and the overall impact this can have on the discipline.
Castle studies in North Wales, is symptomatic of the Orford Syndrome where the wealth
and architectural splendour of upstanding masonry remains have deflected attention
away from associated earthworks and other features in the landscape. North Wales is
famous for the late 13th masonry castles of Edward I, inscribed as a World Heritage Site
in 1999. However their earth and timber predecessors dating from the late 11 th century,
built by both the Normans and the Welsh have been ignored, and as a result threatened
and destroyed.
This research will discuss the evidence for earth and timber castles on the Llŷn peninsula,
North Wales, through a detailed investigation of one motte, Y Mount, Ty Newydd,
Llannor, and identification and holistic analysis of other earth and timber castles on the
Llŷn peninsula. The Ty Newydd site will act as a model for a new holistic approach to
castle studies within a landscape context which includes the application of LiDAR data,
GIS modelling, geophysical survey, landscape analysis and historical research. The sites
will be discussed within the wider context of the development, dating and use of earth and
timber castles in North Wales, particularly in relation to the period of Gruffudd ap Cynan
and the Norman occupation of the Llŷn peninsula in 1075 and between the period 10811094.
This research, into the undocumented and under researched earth and timber castles of
the Llŷn peninsula, will potentially allow a more subtle interpretation of the origin and
development of the motte in North Wales to be established, feeding into the ‘Research
Framework for the Archaeology of Wales' initiative. The research aims to enable us to
critically appraise whether it is possible to reassess mottes in Wales as something more
complex than an indicator of Anglo Norman colonisation.
The Research framework for the archaeology of Wales was published in 2003, it was
identified that no excavation and little survey work has been undertaken on mottes in
northwest Wales, and two of the ten priority themes for research into medieval Wales
were Norman expansion into Wales and 'Normanisation' and castle building, including
earthwork castles.
Seven years later, in the medieval frameworks first review, two of the four priority themes
were royal administration and secular and ecclesiastical lordship and earthwork castles.
The continual call for greater research into the Norman conquest of Wales and earthwork
castles highlights the lack of progress made in the last 50 years in Wales and especially
North Wales. It is hoped that this research into the earth and timber castles on the Llŷn
peninsula, which is a response to the lack of progress in the Research Framework, will
highlight the archaeological potential of earth and timber castles within a landscape
context.
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The deserted Early Medieval villages of East Yorkshire
Jonathon Foster, University of York, jf655@york.ac.uk
The study of deserted medieval villages in Eastern Yorkshire has relied upon aerial
photography and Ordnance Survey maps, with the most excavated and well–known being
Wharram Percy. Although not many other deserted medieval villages were investigated to
the same extent as Wharram Percy this leaves potential for substantial investigation on
lesser known deserted medieval villages.
This debate aims to discuss deserted medieval villages in their wider landscape, on a
parish, county and national level. This will explain how aerial photography and Ordnance
Survey maps are important to studying deserted medieval villages in their wider
landscape setting.
Personal research into the analysis of the development and abandonment of deserted
medieval villages, using the methodological approach of writing a review of the literature
about deserted medieval villages in Eastern Yorkshire, showed that each village has their
unique identity. In my opinion, a lot more deserted medieval villages should be excavated
in order to find out their unique history of development and abandonment.
The term deserted medieval villages itself raises the important questions of whether a site
was fully deserted, as some sites only shrank or moved location; was the site itself
medieval, as some deserted villages were abandoned after the medieval period, plus
most deserted villages have non–medieval phases, and can some sites be classified as a
village rather than a hamlet or a large farmstead complex? Additionally how far does the
recent academic focus on surviving villages contrast with how villages were deserted?
With theories of the Black Death causing village abandonment being replaced by more
accurate theories that the conversion of land from peasant landholdings to sheep pasture
and the removal of villages in order to create country house parkland, are there more indepth reasons behind this?
It would be important to investigate other deserted medieval villages across East
Yorkshire that are not as well–known as Wharram Percy. Since excavations at Wharram
Percy have enabled an in–depth analysis of the life of ordinary peasants in medieval
England and this is important because pre–1950s interest in medieval England has
focused on the elite and powerful with their buildings such as castles, cathedrals,
churches, manor houses, monasteries and palaces getting almost all of the attention.
These individuals and their buildings dominate the documentary evidence, with little
reflection on the peasants and their buildings, as they formed the majority of medieval
England’s population. Would further excavation on other deserted medieval villages gain
a better picture of medieval rural life in England? Since this would enhance our
understanding of medieval peasant lifestyles and their reaction to the landscape.
What this investigation would contribute towards medieval archaeology would be to see if
general elements of medieval peasant life at Wharram Percy and the other villages in its
parish can be traced across the landscape of East Yorkshire. Since this would promote
issues of medieval rural peasant life such as agriculture, architecture, culture, economy,
recreational activities, religion, and to some extent, attitudes of the medieval peasant.
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The Yadlee Stone Circle Project
Tom Gardner, University of Edinburgh, tomhg1@hotmail.com
The Yadlee Stone Circle Project is a project conducted by four members of Edinburgh
University Archaeology Society in the Lammermuir Hills in South East Scotland. The
Project aims to analyse the purpose of Yadlee Stone Circle and its surrounding
landscape, the relationship between site and landscape, and any connection with solar
events. This site has been preliminary dated as Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age. The
circle (292m) sits in a hollow surrounded by a ridge of land varying between 290-361m.
This creates the perfect landscape environment for the observation of solar cycles which
we hypothesis could be used to roughly time agricultural activities
Phase 1 – Initial planning and research: Completed
Working in the ‘Royal Commission for Ancient and Historic Monuments: Scotland’ we
gathered data of previous work on the landscape surrounding Yadlee, including
cartographic sources, amateur investigations, CANMORE and a report by CFA for the
construction of ‘Crystal Rig’ wind-farm. We were able to establish an approach to our field
survey (Phase 2) based on constructing a topographic plan of the Stone Circle and a
targeted landscape survey of the surrounding horizon.
The data for the landscape survey was based upon viewshed analysis software and
landscape profiles of the area, the visibility of peaks and valleys which could be
associated with contemporary archaeological remains and solar events being a focus.
Phase 2 – Field Survey and Data Collection: Under Instrumentation
This phase began in March 2013 with the identification of all 25 stones, a sketch plan,
field-walking of the immediate area, and the beginning of targeted landscape survey;
investigating the potentially related site of ‘Witches Cairn’ (NT 66451 67239). Subsequent
survey managed to find a possible connection between the circle and Spartleton Hill (NT
6532 6554) where an alignment of 192.5 degrees may link the circle and the summit of
Spartleton Hill with a solar event.
Phase 3 – Interpretation: Under Instrumentation
We have begun to interpret the first of our data from Yadlee Stone Circle, and are
pleased to say there are several potential alignments between features of the stone
circle, landscape features on the horizon, and subsequently significant solar motions. As
this is only a preliminary interpretation however, we cannot comment more on it just now.
Phase 4 – Dissemination of results: Under Instrumentation
This phase continues throughout the process of the project, by updating the project blog.
After the completion of phases 2 and 3, the dissemination of results will include several
lectures around Britain, visits into schools in the Edinburgh and Haddington areas, the
entry of data into CANMORE, and the publication of a report.
The preliminary interpretation of the landscape and the sites around suggest that there is
a complex network of topographic and archaeological features which correlate with
alignments and solar cycles, thus making Yadlee Stone Circle a site of regional
importance for Bronze Age agricultural timing, and potentially a facet of a ritual
landscape.
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Session 4: Death and Belief

Chair: Guro Rolandsen

Death and the belief of past populations have a long standing tradition of interpretation
within the discipline of archaeology. However, as much as it has been subject to research
there are still areas which are in need of development to further our understanding of how
people have dealt with death, and incorporated belief into their lives.
This session will examine aspects of death and belief from prehistory to the Middle Ages,
and examine the ways in which belief is formed, and expressed in past cultures along with
an evaluation of how death has been considered in the past, and ultimately to what extent
this can be inferred from traces of human activity. Across areas such as Britain, the near
East, and Africa, past interpretations will be brought into question together with an evaluation
of how reviews of the evidence and a variety of modern methods can assist the advance of
research of aspects that are fundamentally rooted in human nature.

A well-oiled future: 4000 years of Babylonian fortune-telling
Alex Loktionov, University of Cambridge, al621@cam.ac.uk
This session will consider the ways in which archaeologists are able to bring research
archaeology to students, schools and the population at large, evaluating the problems
and difficulties with doing so and addressing the issues around the discipline. As such
this session will explore the value of widening the spectra of those involved with
academic archaeology and the overall impact this can have on the discipline.
This paper looks at the development of the oldest known documented method of
predicting the future - Old Babylonian oil divination. Dating to before 1800BCE, the
earliest clay tablets describing this process are crucial sources in any attempt to
understand the development of early systematic predictions and perceived chains of
cause-and-effect, which would serve as the foundations of later cuneiform scholarship
and indeed remain central concepts in modern ‘scientific’ thought.
However, the great richness of the Old Babylonian textual records in other fields, such as
legal and cosmological treatises, has led to the divinatory tablets being largely
overlooked. This paper aims to go some way in redressing the balance by combining the
textual record with material culture evidence to show how experimental archaeology can
recreate the ancient divinatory experience. This has important implications for engaging
the public with ancient intellectual culture through a dynamic and historically accurate
outreach medium.
Initially the paper provides a brief archaeological context for the divinatory tablets in terms
of key developments in early Bronze Age Babylonia, before moving on to explore some
specific examples of oil omens. Each oil omen follows a common framework: “if oil is
poured on water and the pattern is x, the person in question will y”, where x represents
the shape/colour of the oil droplet on the surface and y is the fate of the person. A
phenomenological approach to understanding why some oil patterns may be associated
with very specific destinies shall then be put forward. Finally, the psychological impacts
on the person in question shall be discussed, including the potential for recreating the
requisite mental state in the modern setting.
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These academic findings presented here are currently being used to reconstruct the
process of Old Babylonian oil divination, in the context of a Cambridge Festival of Ideas
Assyriology Outreach project under the direction of the author. The ultimate aim is to
develop a better understanding of the cognitive and sociological processes that may have
been responsible for the origins of this practice by physically carrying it out.
More broadly, the research discussed here poses exciting wider questions about the
development of human belief systems, such as initial desires to predict the future, the
process of converting apparently random signs into specific omens, and the development
of culturally postulated causation chains. It is hoped that this work will spark off fruitful
discussions not only about the nature of human prediction and divinatory experience, but
also its wider role in shaping belief systems and lifestyles both in ancient Mesopotamia
and across the globe.

The cult of Isis in Pompeii
Kelly Guerrieri, University of York, kng501@york.ac.uk
The cult of Isis in Pompeii was of such importance and influence that the rebuilding of its
temple was a high priority following the 62 AD earthquake. In fact, the six-year-old son of
a freedman, in whose name the reconstruction was done, was rewarded with a place on
the city council for his donation. Considering the amount of damage done to the city in the
earthquake, the rebuilding of a cult temple seems not to deserve this level of importance.
However, when placed in the context of Pompeii’s seafaring economy and the personality
of the Isis cult, the dedication of the Pompeians to this foreign goddess becomes more
understandable. This paper seeks to explore the seafaring implications of the cult of Isis
in the context of Pompeii’s reliance on sea trade and the attributed unpredictable
personality of Neptune, the official Roman god of the ocean. It explores ancient writings
on the cult’s rituals in light of the archaeological evidence within the site itself, especially
regarding the ritualistic uses of water.
Egyptian mythology, Apuleius’ Metamorphosis, and the famous Navigium Isidis
processional set the stage for this research. Architectural features and surviving artwork
of the Temple of Isis in Pompeii serve to apply general knowledge to this specific site.
Linking Isis with mythology and water rituals symbolising life, in contrast to Neptune’s
associations with a volatile and often fatally dangerous ocean, and alongside the rise of
private cults in Roman religion of this period, offers deeper understanding for the priorities
and religious motivations of Pompeii in the last decades of its existence.
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Death, landscape and the ancestors: Mortuary practises in the Upper Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic of southwest Britain
Gemma Smith, University of Southampton, gys1g10@soton.ac.uk
The archaeology of death and burial has been a prominent part of the discipline from its
earliest days. However it is only recently that researchers have begun to attempt to
understand the social implications of mortuary practises, particularly through an
application of the anthropological sciences. Whilst this now allows the archaeologist to
have a deeper understanding of social structure, social concerns, and cosmological belief
systems the majority of studies have focussed on later prehistoric or historic burials. This
has also been the case in landscape studies, where monumental landscapes which
include burial mounds and tombs have been studied in order to delve into the cultural
values of the people who built them.
This research aimed to bring the potential of earlier prehistoric sites from the Mesolithic
and Upper Palaeolithic into the forefront of the discussion, demonstrating that through the
integration of anthropology, ethnography, and geography with archaeology it is possible
to interpret assemblages which had previously been neglected from discussions of beliefs
and cosmology.
The southwest of Britain was chosen as an area of interest for its large number of human
remains dating to this period and that the majority of these (excluding famous burials
such as Cheddar Man and the ‘Red Lady’ of Paviland) remain excluded from discussions
as a result of poor contextual and stratigraphic information from excavations carried out in
the 18th and 19th centuries. Ultimately, the ambition was to show that these sites with
little or no context and poor dating do not have to be ignored from discussions in social
archaeology, and particularly in those of belief and death.
Visitations to the sites, research into the universalities of death and funerary activity, and
applying the data to a Geographic Information System (GIS) has allowed an interpretation
of the mortuary practises and how these developed over millennia. Two models have
been proposed as it is recognised further research into the skeletal remains themselves is
needed to confirm which may be more likely. Additionally, the research has indicated that
previous categorisations of mortuary treatments as ‘funerary caching’ may be incorrect,
and instead an alternative burial practise could have arisen, which significantly alters our
understanding of the social practises of these people.
It would appear that a belief in ancestral beings and their materialisation in bone material
continue throughout the two periods, but the nature of how these are viewed and
understood changes in relation to the dramatic alterations to the topography of the
landscape between 10,000 and 7000 BC. Ultimately, the paper highlights the importance
of using a number of disciplines to attempt to understand assemblages and skeletal
remains which have hitherto been misinterpreted or ignored as a result of the early
recovery in the initial phases of archaeological discovery, and it is hoped that this has
provided a general framework for which to work from on future early prehistoric
assemblages.

Developing Integrated Archaeology

20

Swahili tombs
Shaunie Walsh, University of York, sw822@york.ac.uk
Swahili tombs have long been seen as an amalgamation of African and Islamic culture, its
unique role straddling these two significant cultures has limited attention within the
archaeological record. This paper takes a broad scale approach to quantify the impact
Islam has had on Swahili tombs, by considering typology, date, decoration, position within
settlement and skeletal information.
By reanalysing the literature available on Swahili tombs new conclusions have been able
to be drawn about the role of Islam in Africa, and the wider impact this had on the region.
This paper will also address the possible role of pillar tombs within Swahili culture, and
the role such tombs had on Swahili views of death and the afterlife. Furthermore it will
study the way in which the Swahili adapted Islam to their own traditions to create a
dichotomy between their two beliefs.
This unique instance of Islam away from the medieval Islamic empire has allowed
archaeologist to access religious sites that have hitherto been unavailable due to religious
constraints. This has had a wider impact on our understanding of religion generally and
has been significant in general study of belief systems across the archaeological record.

Session 5: Reassessing Received Wisdom

Chair: Katie Buckley

As with all academic disciplines, archaeological ‘truths’ wax and wane, with our
understanding of the past being an ever-evolving process. This session focuses on four
pieces of research that provide new perspectives on age-old questions, providing insights
and views previously unconsidered. Such research allows for the continued development
and reassessment of the way we see the past, with original research providing ample room
for debate.
This session will consider cases on a global and multi-period scale, from Greek pottery
through to cock-fighting in Roman Britain and new views on Viking trade networks. Research
such as this encourages the wider consideration and ever-developing nature of the
discipline, aiming to provide new interpretations and answers to uncertain topics.

Drink responsibly: Late archaic symposium pottery reconsidered
Dominik Schott, University of Heidelberg, schott.dom@web.de
The presentation is about the late archaic pottery of Greek symposiums and its depicted
scenes in particular. The hitherto existing doctrine interprets the numerous depictions of
ecstatic drinking scenes, which often lead to sexual debauchery, combined with elements
of nature as “creating a mythic counterworld (Gegenwelt)” or/and an “atmosphere of
promises and fulfilled wishes”. In my Bachelor thesis I am developing a theory which will
disprove this well-established doctrine: I’m establishing an interpretation of the pictures
mentioned above that identifies them as both warning and “area of compensation for
values”.
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Around 500 B.C. the Greek polis was confronted with an overthrow of political orders and
cultural values. The new-established democracy belittled the abyss of common people
and ruling elite which naturally lead to a certain level of uncertainty among the affected.
During this time, the already established symposium gained in importance for the
displaced values of the elite, which weren’t the centre of society anymore: Using
expensive tableware, the aristocratic dined and told each other myths of the commonly
shared, heroic past. Concurrently, the symposium was the ritual context in which the
young family offspring entered the society of adults, and therefore bare responsibility for
them.
With this aspect in mind, it is important to incorporate the potential of the pictures
surrounding the symposium and its rituals. The depicted scenes often broach the issue of
getting drunk and its consequences: Barging, uncontrolled and ecstatic dancing as well
as raping; briefly: Losing control over mind and body because of alcohol – and beyond
that, becoming part of the wild nature and consequently fading away from the polis-society.
There are several archaeological and histographical sources to which I refer, which
clearly state that this behaviour was to be avoided – in everyday life as well as in the
symposium. My presentation will introduce the audience to the basic and elementary
aspects of my argumentation and will exemplarily show how to argue against a wellestablished doctrine.

New perspectives on cock-fighting in Roman Britain
Sean Doherty, University of Nottingham, acysd@nottingham.ac.uk
It has long been recognised that the age and sex profiles of archaeological remains can
provide archaeologists with an insight into husbandry regimes, animals’ economic value,
as well as their social value through the range of human and animal interactions. Despite
this, the development of the spur, the primary method of sex determinations in domestic
fowl, is a poorly understood process despite having major implications for
zooarchaeological interpretations.
Within domestic fowl assemblages, the principal method of identifying cockerels is
through the presence or absence of a spur on the tarsometatarsal, a compound bone in
the lower leg of birds. Analysis of faunal assemblages across a number of Roman towns
illustrates that these sites often produce exceptionally high frequencies of cockerels, with
rations of cockerels to hens 6:1 in some towns; far higher than other settlement types.
These frequencies have repeatedly been interpreted as unwanted animals sent to urban
centres for slaughter.
However, such an interpretation fails to acknowledge the often slow development of the
spur in domestic fowl. This study collates data from various published sources, as well as
the results of experimental analysis and unpublished studies to suggest that the presence
of a spur should only be expected on the oldest individuals. This is supported by the
results of a study of the red jungle fowl, the wild progenitor of all chickens, which indicate
that the fusion of the spur to the tarsometatarsal is indeed a late occurrence.
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These various sources of evidence indicate that the development of a spur and its
complete fusion to the tarsometatarsal appears to occur long after a cockerel has become
an ‘adult’, and reached their full carcass weight. Therefore, cockerels slaughtered
primarily for meat (c. 4-6 months) would show no hint of a spur or even a scar. This has
considerable implications for our interpretation of archaeological assemblages and our
understanding of human-animal relationships.
Acknowledging this development, it is evidence that the current sexing and ageing criteria
has many shortcomings. Currently, the identification of a cockerel that has not produced
either a spur or a spur scar is almost impossible. It is therefore highly likely that
inaccurate reconstructions of age and sex profiles have been produced in previous
literature. A re-examination of various Roman assemblages was conducted, highlighting
the exceptionally high levels of spurred tarsometatarsals at many Roman urban sites.
Moreover, metric analysis of many assemblages was too analyses.
Using the current criteria, evidence from spur length data further suggests that many of
the cockerels within Roman urban assemblages were not just mature, but really rather old
– some in excess of two years. Acknowledging the evidence from experimental analysis
and unpublished studies, it is likely that these individuals were even older than current
criteria suggests.
This data appears incompatible with previous interpretations, with the ages of these birds
indicating that they were anything but ‘unwanted’. On this basis it must be concluded that
these Roman cockerels were being kept for reasons other than meat. This study
undertook a comprehensive analysis of zooarchaeological literature, as well as evidence
from Roman cockpits and artificial spurs to suggest the widespread presence of Roman
urban cockfighting.

Clarkly Hill and Viking networks: Artefactual evidence for long-distance contact during the
Viking Age at a site near Burghead, Moray
Craig Stanford, University of Aberdeen, craig.stanford.09@aberdeen.ac.uk
A number of metal artefacts of Norse or hybrid Norse character have recently been
discovered by metal-detecting at Clarkly Hill, near Burghead, on the Moray Firth in North
East Scotland. While this region of Scotland is often thought of as a ‘blank area of the
map’ in terms of evidence for Scandinavian activity during the Viking Age, these new
finds require us to re-consider the possibility that this region had a greater involvement
than previously thought in Viking Age networks in and around the British Isles.
This paper presents the results of an in-depth analysis of several of the Norse artefacts
from Clarkly Hill and their closest parallels, providing insights into the connections
between Clarkly Hill and spheres of Scandinavian activity in Britain and Ireland between
the 9th and 11th centuries AD.
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Of the seven artefacts analysed, five show connections to assemblages from the Irish
Sea region and the Danelaw, one has its closest parallels in southern England, and one
occurs across all of Anglo-Saxon England and southern Scotland. It is clear that during
the Viking Age this site was well connected with areas of Scandinavian influence and
activity in England and the Irish Sea region, and its strategic location in the Moray Firth
suggests that Scandinavians might have participated in trade in this area, and may
perhaps even have used the Great Glen as a portage route.

Post-medieval skeletal assemblages in London: What part did industrialisation play?
Guro Rolandsen, University of York, glr508@york.ac.uk
This paper sets out to investigate fracture patterns in industrial London, with the aim to
determine any common or differing trends in four cemetery assemblages from different
socio-economic groups. The skeletal assemblages from post-medieval London have
never before been systematically investigated in light of fractures, and therefore previous
research reveals very little of the physical impact industrialisation had on the human
skeleton in such dense urban populations.
The fracture data was gathered from the appropriate osteological reports and online
databases compiled by the Museum of London Centre for Human Bioarchaeology. The
investigation found that the occurrence of fractures are culturally specific and vary
amongst socio-economic groups. However, a relationship between increasing
industrialisation and fractures was not found, indicating that the industrial revolution most
likely influenced the rate of infectious and metabolic diseases to a much greater extent
than physical assaults on the human skeleton.

Session 6: Theory and Practice in Archaeology

Chair: Adam Rolewicz

The gulf between theory and practice in archaeology is one which holds great significance
within the discipline, and debates concerning theoretical approaches and practical outcomes
in research and heritage have a long history. The necessity of theory and the techniques
archaeologists employ in the field sometimes produce interpretations and outcomes which
are unexpected or even undesirable, and it is this relationship which will be explored.
Evaluating and criticising the relationship between theory and practice is absolutely crucial in
understanding the processes which are prevalent in research and heritage, and the
subsequent issues which surround public accessibility and consumption.
This session aims to assess the issues and themes prevalent in understanding theory and
practice in archaeology, and how these issues affect the discipline generally, and certain
areas of research specifically. Questions will be formed as to why archaeologists continue to
utilise theory to such a heavy extent, and the implications this has on research and heritage
practice and methodology. This relationship between theory and practice is rarely fully
considered, and as such it is hoped that this session will provide a platform for relevant
discussion on the matter.
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The Isle of Plenty: Iron Age Thanet
Ceri Gage, University of Leicester, crg12@student.le.ac.uk
This research was conducted utilising Grey Literature as the base resource in order to
identify its importance within archaeological study. The location was chosen due to its
natural boundaries during the period along with recent construction work. During the
paper several theories are utilised including Core Periphery Theory which is developed in
line with Gateway Communities in order to provide a working hypothesis.
The Grey Literature is studied in-depth and case studies provided from modern
geographies such as Margate, Broadstairs and the Ebbsfleet Peninsular. This allowed for
a detailed understanding of the multiple Iron Age phases to be understood in relation to
features and artefacts. It is clear that Thanet was a thriving and independent geography,
with a population set on distant travel, a taste for the exotic and building types so far
unheard of within mainland Britain.
This research successfully highlights the significance of Grey Literature as an
archaeological resource and underpins the varied and complex populations of Prehistoric
island communities within Temperate Europe. On presenting this I would focus on the use
of the Grey Literature, explain the hypothesis and utilise the regions of Margate and
Broadstairs in order to best demonstrate the findings of the research; thus explaining the
transitional nature of Iron Age communities, commodities and customs.

Cultural heritage theory and practice: Illustrating real world complexities using the City of
York as a case study
Ben Wajdner, University of York, benwaj@hotmail.co.uk
This work seeks to explore the complex relationship between cultural heritage theory and
practice, assessing the effectiveness of the acting bridge between the two in the UK –
English Heritage. Key themes which highlight theory transfer and its barrier to frontline
practitioners are drawn out from current literature, management frameworks and the case
study of the city of York in order to allow for critical assessment of whether the bridge
between theory and practice is effective or lacking.
The findings strongly suggest that the current construct of the UK heritage management
framework is unable to act effectively according to modern critical perspectives of cultural
heritage, and that, in order to remain relevant to society, these shortcomings must be
addressed and acted upon at all levels to a provide meaningful future framework for
cultural heritage.
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Wide ranging theory: A critique of regional variation in archaeology
Alex Niño de Guzman, University of York, andg500@york.ac.uk
Within archaeology there is a tendency for different regions of the world to focus on their
own past, using approaches and techniques dominant in their respective educational
systems. Whilst this has the obvious benefit of a cultural incentive towards research, it
also has the negative impact of producing singular and often biased opinions. This can be
seen in studies of North, Meso and South American archaeology, as well as regions such
as Oceania and East Asia where archaeologists from these backgrounds monopolise
research, and thus they approach the field using their own definitions, methodologies and
theories.
This paper presents the case for using a more integrated approach toward the study of
the past, advocating the use of multiple avenues of research, educational and theoretical
backgrounds, enabling a view of the past free of regional and cultural biases and
constraints to be constructed. In order to examine this, a consideration of the approaches
that different schools of thought can bring to studies of archaeology, using ancient
Andean civilisations and evidence of pre-Clovis society within North America as primary
case studies, shall be conducted. Furthermore, this paper will address methods of
increasing levels of integration within archaeology and encouraging a wider spread of
academic interest across the world.

Is the past always lost in translation?
Alice Crawford, University of York, amc526@york.ac.uk
Inherent in the question is the idea that there is a past to be lost. This may be viewed as
obvious and its contemplation unnecessary; however, I suggest that the assumption has
entailments which historians need to revisit in order to evaluate the challenges of their
discipline and indeed its overall worth. The idea could indicate a past that exists outside
of sources and externally to imaginations of those who interpret them; a reality existing
whether observed or not, a 'real' world. This view has been heavily criticised.
Poststructuralists claimed that “the external world impinges upon humans in the form of
sensory perceptions which have no inherent meaning”. This echoed the structural linguist
Ferdinand de Saussure's assertion that “reality has no intrinsic meaning, we receive a
jumble of perceptions, and only language can make them meaningful”.
Perhaps objectivity is indeed “the cognitive version of the physiological blindspot... a
subject's delusion that observing can be done without him”. Kevin Passmore alerts us to
the “logic” of textual post-structuralism: that “nothing of value can be written about that
past”, implying that it is indeed 'lost in translation'. This paper endeavours to convey that
nothing of value can be written about an objective past outside of the records historians
study but will end in disagreement with Passmore.
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The subjective 'pasts' available to us are as valuable as the subjective 'presents' we
encounter, and studying them is valid as analysis of varying perceptions of current affairs.
As long as we recognise our own limitations and those of our sources, in the study of
people, it is these subjective pasts that historians should be concerned with. They should
abandon the pursuit of objectivity and the belief that there was ever a knowable unified
past to be lost in translation.
The past is subjectified and re-conceptualised repeatedly but not lost. This assertion
brings us to a challenge in to the practice of history. Lynn Hunt has identified the
relationship between representation and reality as “the central problem in the discipline”. I
will spend the second half of my paper discussing the challenge of representation and its
moral implications for the individual writing history.
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Other events during ASA1
Poster display
There is a display of research posters submitted by students to the conference in The King’s
Manor common room throughout the two-day schedule. The posters on display are:
-

Architecture of granaries in the tomb of Khnumhotep II, Beni Hasan, Kimberley Watt,
University of Cambridge, kcw29@cam.ac.uk

-

Detecting health in the absence of skeletal evidence: The health of people in Shasta
County, California during the Gold Rush (1848-1860), Heidi Shaw, University of Durham,
h.a.shaw@durham.ac.uk

-

From pests to pets: Social and cultural perceptions of animals in England’s urban
environments, Rebecca Gordon, University of Leicester, rlg24@le.ac.uk

-

Knowing your people: An application of evolutionary psychology to study social networks
in Roman military bases, Anna Walas, University of Leicester, ahw9@le.ac.uk

-

Neanderthal funerary practices: Complexity and variation in structured responses to
death, Sarah Poulton-Smith, University of Southampton, smps1e11@soton.ac.uk

-

The many lives of things: Object biographies as a theoretical framework and
methodological tool for the study of trade in the Archaic Mediterranean, Marcella Raiconi,
University of Leicester, mr201@le.ac.uk

City tours
Tours of the City of York will be offered to delegates during part of the lunch break on the
first day of the conference. Three tours will depart from the entrance to The King’s Manor
promptly at 14:00 (20 minutes after the scheduled beginning of the lunch break).
-

Tour of the Museum Gardens, St. Mary’s Abbey and The King’s Manor (Dr Kate Giles)

-

Tour of some of York’s many historic churches (Dr Aleks McClain)

-

Tour of York Minster (Minster tour guide)

It should be noted that all three tours will run simultaneously and that spaces for each are
limited to a maximum of 25 people. All delegates when registering at the conference will be
asked to sign-up for a particular tour, if they would like to attend one rather than make their
own arrangements during that time. All three tours will last for approximately 30 minutes and
return to The King’s Manor by 14:40, 10 minutes before the start of the next session (Identity).
Signing up for tours will be done on a first-come-first-served basis, so if 25 people sign-up
for a particular tour, only the other tour(s) will be available to people yet to register at the
conference.

Evening meal
Delegates will be invited to celebrate the end of, what will hopefully be an exciting first day of
the conference, at ASK Restaurant. ASK offer two course Italian meals for £12.05.
Delegates will be required to pay this if they would like a meal there.
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St. Mary’s Abbey

Minster chapter house ceiling
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ASA, the next steps
This year’s ASA conference is scheduled to be the first in an on-going series of conferences
organised by students to allow for the continued development of student involvement with
academic archaeology. In order to make this ambition a reality we need students from
across the UK to pull together and organise another inspiring ASA conference in 2014.
The ASA ideal sees students coming together to put on an event for students from across
the UK, at low costs and with high impact. Such an event is a significant undertaking and
requires a level of dedication, as well as a belief in what it is that the ASA conference
symbolises. This first conference has laid stable foundations for future years, with
promotional links, social media outlets and organisational templates to allow for even
smoother and wider reaching conferences in the future.
Furthermore, it is important that new ideas continue to be integrated into the way that ASA
conferences are run, and as such we hope next year’s conference will see new exciting and
innovative ways of further developing its mission.
We are looking for a team of students at undergraduate or Masters level of study interested
in understanding the past, who are dedicated and hardworking individuals willing to put in
the necessary work to make next year’s conference a success. If chosen, your team would
receive all of the information that went into organising this year’s conference, as well as the
technological infrastructure that was created.
Furthermore any profits from this year’s conference would go into the production of ASA2 for
use at the discretion of the new organising team. While advice and support would be on
hand as and when required from the outgoing organising committee, the structure and
organisation of ASA2 would be entirely at the judgment of the new committee.
If you are part of a university which you feel has the capacity to put on the 2nd Annual
Student
Archaeology
conference,
please
get
in
contact
through
contact.asaconference@gmail.com. For formal consideration you will be required to fill in a
short application form where you will be asked to consider what both you, and the
organisation you represent, can bring to this national conference.
We believe that the ASA has the capacity to become a long-running and reliable annual
conference. As such, the new organising committee would take on the role of the current
committee, handing over to another team for 2015, ensuring the continuation of the
conference and in so doing, becoming a part of a truly national student movement. Running
this year’s conference has been a pleasure and a delight as well as a fantastic challenge for
us. ASA conferences are not only a fantastic place to learn about and debate archaeological
research through attendance, but organising this one has provided many fantastic moments,
and taught us more than we thought possible at the start.
We sincerely hope that you consider applying to run next year’s ASA conference, and with it
gain the technological, financial and student support that this year’s conference has
successfully built up. By bringing together research from different areas of the past in a
continuing tradition, and encouraging national participation we can do far more, and have a
far greater impact than separate and divided approaches.
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Delegates information pack
1st Annual Student Archaeology Conference

Watch the live-stream...

/ASAconference

Follow the discussion online...

/ASAconference

#ASAconference
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